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Readers of these pages will guess his own liturgical solution.

I have never been able to understand why the Episcopate as a
body did not support the proposal of the Archbishop of York
some time ago, that where it was wished the First Prayer Book of
Edward VI might be acquiesced in. That Prayer Book has the full
sanction of Parliament. It is the first edition of our Prayer Book.
It was used by Archbishop Cranmer, by Bishop Larimer and by
Bishop Ridley and the other reformers. Bishop Gardiner had been
willing to acquiesce in it. It has a history which is very important
from every theological point of view. Those who rejoice in the
name of Protestant could not possibly object to a Liturgy of that
sort with such a history, and people such as myself would rejoice
in it, too. I speak with knowledge because that Liturgy, with the
acquiescence of two Archbishops of York, has been used in a
church in Yorkshire [Hickleton] for over twenty-five years, and
I have full experience of it. Every sort of person has worshipped in
that church, but there has never been a single complaint, not one.

Nevertheless he could not bring himself to vote against the
Deposited Book.

I have too great a respect and, if I may be allowed to say so, too
great a personal affection for the Archbishop of Canterbury to
vote against this Measure. I shall not vote against it, on those
personal grounds. I cannot vote for the Measure, more especially
in view of the speech of Lord Stanhope and the sort of things that
I hear said in different places about the necessity of coercion, be-
cause I cannot take the responsibility of supporting any Measure
which contemplates action of that sort. I believe that coercion of
that kind is absolutely impracticable and most undesirable.2

The Bill passed in the Lords, only to be defeated in the Com-
mons; and when it reappeared in the new year with changes
designed to allay the alarms of Protestants, the Commons
again rejected it.

Halifax, for all his dislike of the Book, thought the position